Holiday ﬁm&ﬂo:m highl

The Harriet Tubman EQEm :

Continued from Al

'in many years, said Sheila
‘Mikkelson, library director.
The library’s open house fea-
tured tours, a presentation on,
how to use the library’s Web
site, a éoiﬁ:oﬁ on genealo-
gy mbm music by harpist Chris
. Eoso%

. Library staff mhmoﬁma some
Sm:oﬁm to the Mary VanSick-
le Wait History Room, which
is filled with local history. The
room contains city directo-
ries that date back to 1857, a

‘newspaper collection that

dates back to 1859 and Honum_
school yearbooks.

“We're trying to get peo-
ple to know what we have”
said Mary Popovich, research
aid. “We're highlighting what

. Auburn has to ommw nm citi-
zens.’

Patsy Z%mam“ mmoumﬁmQ of
Friends of the Seymour Pub-
lic Library District, said free
books and other resources in
the community are impor -
tant. ,

“We're trying to @8508.

reading in the community,”
 she said. “If you have books,
. you have access to everything”
.. Oneyvisitor from Syracuse,

by the m ass floors in parts oH
the building.. |
“Twas very much taken _uuN
many things;” she said. “We’ve
never been here, so this was
ﬁ.mmﬁ 2

lotta, said she took

also participated. They includ-
ed tours, music from the

‘Auburn Choir, crafts for chil-

&..mm and refreshments.

¢, Christine Carter, tour coor-
m,EmﬁoH and tour guide, said
normally about 200 people

‘come through the museum

during Holiday Traditions,

‘but the number is dependent

on the weather.
_Carter explained that Tub-
man used Christmas as the

Ebm to free her slave brothers,

as the holiday marked a day
when slaves were allowed to

Aravel to see their families
‘without suspicion.

-+ “This is crucial simply
becatise Harriet Tubman res-
cued her brothers on Christ-
mas of 1854/ Carter explained.

“It's something people don’t.
know about. (Tubman) didn’t .
let a holiday stop her from °
rescuing her family. (Christ-
mas) was the time that slaves

were free to move about”
One visitor was Pablo Ruiiz,
from Honduras. Ruiz was there

with his partner, two &.E&ms
_and friend. :

4T (wanted to com
understand more about th
history of this woman ,@

was involved in the struggle

of freeing her sisters and broth-

ers;” he said. “I'want our chil- |
- drentobeableto understand

gm vocal group Musica
Transatlantica. The group
performed “Ave Maria” in
Latin, along with other Renais-
sance pieces. Group director
and soprano Colleen Liggett,
who is also the cantor and
nwo: &SQSH at mﬁ Mary’s,

that we haven’t m?ﬁﬁ been |

free!

St. Mary’s Orﬁo:amomﬁ-.

ticipated with a concert by

mma people were able to come

and enjoy both music and spir-

ituality Sunday.

Gene Uo:o?o~ of Auburn,
aregular singer in the church
choir, said he’s been a mem-
ber for 60 years. He showed up
to support his choir director,

_and because he mEo%m music

inLatin.

“We like the old H.mﬁE,_ "he
said, “This type of music goes
back to the ancient times.”

The Rev. Frank Lioi said
this was St. Mary’s second
year participating.

ights ==§2.ocm local attractions in one Qm%

“St.Mary’sisa mosdﬁoéﬁ,

church;” he said. “We feel very
much m part of aoiuﬁoiw
Auburn).”

: mw&w writer NNS\ Voll can be

reached at 253-5311 ext 23901

kelly.voll@lee.net




